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Roger and Bob – thank you for meeting with Keith and me on Friday, April 21, 2017, to discuss 
the Dickinson Chair and how we might more broadly define the scope and purpose of the Chair 
now and into the future. We were pleased to learn that you would like to see the College fill the 
Chair and, in doing so, interpret the terms flexibly, while keeping in mind a few key points. 
Given the campus budget pressures, we appreciate that the family understands that endowed 
chairs are critical resources for the faculty. 
 
The key points you made during our discussion were:  
 

1. It is highly desirable to the Dickinson family that any future faculty member holding the 
Dickinson Chair be a teacher with commitment to undergraduate students that has been 
demonstrated through their teaching and service.  

2. The academic discipline of “Wood Science and Technology” has evolved, and a broader 
interpretation of the terms of the Chair is acceptable to the Dickinson family, given the 
evolution of forestry into an interdisciplinary area incorporating many scientific 
disciplines: soils, wildlife, climate, engineering, economics, ecology, the utilization of 
timber products, etc. The Dickinson family asks that the College keep in mind the 
original gift recognized their father’s distinguished career researching and studying the 
properties, utilization and benefits of wood, as well as the importance of managing 
forests sustainably and in an environmentally friendly manner.  

3. The Dickinson family would like to see the Chair continue to advance both basic and 
applied science in the tradition of the Forest Products Laboratory, whose first director 
was Professor Dickinson, and that cooperative extension specialists holding an 
appropriate additional title, such as adjunct professor, be given due consideration for 
appointment to the Chair .  

4. The Dickinson family would like to see faculty appointed to the Chair whose research 
incorporates innovative uses of technology such as engineered wood.  

 
If you approve, this document will be added to the Dickinson Chair file to assist future 
committees in interpreting both the purpose and scope of the Chair.  
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